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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with s tnk e th r ou gh. The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). Please AMEND claims 1 and 3 in accordance with the 

a- 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus comphsing: 
a reading unit which reads a code given to a commodity; 

an individual operator setting information collecting unit which collects individual operator 
setting information comprising operation-internal information representing a time interval 
between operations to read the code, reading-time information at operations to read the code, 
and double-read-ban time information at operations to read the code, wherein the operation- 
interval information, reading-time information, and double-read-ban time information depend 
do p e nd iftg on personal features of operators engaged i n operat i on for read i ng th e cod e; 

a setting unit v.'hich sets operation standa.rd on thp basis of the individual operator setting 
information corresponding to a specific operator before the operation; and 

a monitor i ng controlling unit which mon i tors wh e th e r th e op e r a tion re l ating to th o operator 
conforms to th e op e rat i on st a nd a rd or not operates the apparatus according to the operation- 
interval information, reading-time information, and double-read-ban time information within the 
operation standard . 

2. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the personal features 
are at least the rhythm of the operator in the operation. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus according to claim 1 , the apparatus 
further comprising: 

an operation-information reading unit reading the individual operation setting information 
recorded on a portable recording medium, wherein said setting unit sets the operation standard 
on the basis of the individual operation setting information read out from the portable recording 
medium un i form l y d e t o rm i n o d d e fau l t sott i ng i nformat i on r o g a rd lo ss of th e i nd i v i dua l op e rator 
s o tt i ng i nformat i on or p o rson ol featur e s . 
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4. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising a writing unit 
which writes the individual operator setting information in a portable recording medium 
corresponding to an operator; and a setting reading unit which reads the individual operator 
setting information from the portable recording medium before operation, 

wherein said setting unit determines the operation standard on the basis of the read 
individual operator setting information. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus according to claim 4, further comprising an 
authenticating unit which checks authentication of the operator, 

wherein said writing unit and reading unit writes and reads by using the checking of said 
authenticating unit as the trigger. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus according to claim 4, further compnsing a 
pronouncing unit which generates a specified sound depending on the state of the operation, 

wherein said setting unit sets volume and/or tone information of the specified sound 
desired by the cpcr^tcr in said pronouncing unit. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said writing unit writes 
the volume and/or tone information in said portable recording medium, said setting reading unit 
reads the volume and/or tone information from said portable recording medium before operation, 
and said setting unit sets the read volume and/or tone information in said pronouncing unit. 

8-15 CANCELLED 
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